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ready help rendered me by Brabmasn Rama Sastrigal,
Dharmadhikars of Mysore and of Sr Srnger: Matt,
Brahmasr: 8 Kuppuswawmy Sastrigal, M A, Principal,
Sanakrtk Callege, Mylapore Pandit R V Krisbnamagha
nar, Abbivana Bhatta Bana and Pandit 8 Subrabmanya
Sastrigal of Tanjore but for whose active co operation 1t
would not bave been possible for me to have brought out
such s good and accurate edition of the work 10 such 2
short time  Whenever there was any doubt as to the
seenracy of any of the readings 1t was at once taken to
the nottce of His Hol ness Sri Jagaaguru of Sringer and
his decisions were adopted In short no patns have besn
spared to make this elition as neat and accurate as
posaible  The Index of Sutras and Adhtkaranas will b
15 boped 2dd much to the usefulnes of the book

SRIRANGAM }
20t Jamuary 1909 J J Balasubrahmanyam
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banks of the sacred stream Kaver embowered among
groves of mangoes and cocoanuts, that Sadasia’s student
daye were cast  This wilage was at the tme pecuharly
Blessed in her teachers and pupils  There was Ramabhadra
Dikshita a scholar of no mean repute and the famous
author of the drama the Janaki Parmaya there was
also S Venkatesa yetin his teens with all those poten
ualties m him which were to nipen n the fulness of tme
and make of hm a heart strnng preacher and wrter
whose noble Ife and fernid words have earned for him
the undying glors of the Samt Divine whose Akhyasashtt
Dayasataka and other works have an earnestness and a
pathos rarely met with elsewhere and whose name under
the more respected and famthar tile of Ayyaval 18m

voked even this day by hundreds of devotees n Southern
Inda with grateful strans and uplfted hands  there
was Gopalaknshna also a student who came to be known
as Mahabhashyam Gopalakrshna Sastri 80 siyled be

cause of his learned commentary on the Patamalis
Mahabhachya and who was aftecwards to become the sp e

tual preceptor of the Tondaman: of Pudukota and there
was Sadasva the subject of our sketch a student yet the
most gifted of a gifted set the mo@t bnlhant of a glorous
band of students 2ach of whom was afterwards to leave his
mark on earth— foot prints on the sands of nme —that have

beena gude and an mspiration to many a forlorn heart

He s sad to have been much given to argumg to raise
10p s of duscuszion with his teacher who mnvariably seems to
bave come out only second best on these occas ons  Towards
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ear for munc  He soon became an adept in Yoga under
his mastr's gudance He composed about ths time a
short but very sweet poem on the glory of self realisation
This poem—AtmandsaVilasa— consists of 62 Stanzas
1 Arya Metre and describes the greatness of a Yogi who
has real eed Sell his conquest over the passions  his mdiffer-
ence o prase of censure s overflowing sympathy wath all
Jiving beings and i revel in beatific blss  Such a glorious
1fe was now his 1deal and he expresses m the poem his
ardent thirét for the realisation of his 1deat which was not
fongm coming Tradiwon has wt that Sadasiva used to
worry with a number of questons all persons who came to
Tus preceptor and thus shame them mto slence  This practice
was 50 much resented by the people that they ome day
reported 1t to Paramasivendra Sarasvati who on hearing it
became a bit annayed and exclamed  Sadasiva  when wnll
you learn to keep your mouth shut 3" The student perceived
s folly and to effectually prevent the

of that
unruly member lus tongue tooh thencelorth a vow of lde

fong slence He prodirated himself before s teacher
begged lorgiveness for hes fault took leave of his master and
went out a homeless speechless mendicant tryimg to reatise

1n humself the lofty ideals he had set forth in the Atmayidya
Vilasa

Henceforth he lwed the Wle of a wanderer never
staymg anywhere for any length of ume never once opening
hus mouth but when absolutely necessary expressmg his
thoughts by gesture or by wniting on the ground  Luttle by
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1t was reported to Srt Paramasvendra Sarasvati that his
dsaple was wandermg thus like a mad man, he, seemsto
have regretted that such madness did not overtake himself,
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Now would he be scen to plunge iato the groves far and
wide that lay @treched on ether side of the sacred stream
and reman lost to view for many aday Now would he
be seen lyng upon the white undulating sands of these
nvers  Once while thus reposnng on the sands of the
Kavert near Kodumuds, one of those sudden floods that
often rush througn the stream withour notice, came
and carned off the unconscious Yog and bured him on
the sands 1 1ts onward sweeping course  The villagers on
the banks who were the spectators of the scene were quite
powerless to help the Yo and quetly returned to therr
homes deeply regretting the calarmty which they thought
bad befallen the great Sage whom they locked upon with
awe and reverence  Three months passed by and when
the freshes m the river subsided and water became scarce,
the vilage officers went 1o the nver for erecting the usual
EKorambu  While one ol the lahourers plunged his spade
1nto the bed, lo, 1t came mto contact with some obstruction
The surprised workman drew out the spade and beheld
with consternatien a lew drops of blood tripping down his
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servants were conversng, our Yogi stood up and went s

way and on s departurc the servants regamed control over
thewr arms.

On another occasion during the superior officer’s camp
m a certam village, the village Talayaris were ordered to
brimg fuel for the camp. These men coltected  the fuel from
an adjoiming forest and had it ted mto several bundles,
Each one of them took a bundle on his head and n the end
they found one more bundle remamng  Just at that time 1t
so happened that our Sage was passing by that way.
Fmdwg him to be a robust person these Talayarss put that
remaming bundle on hus head and dragged him also along
with them to the camp  There, when all the bundles were
heaped together, Sadasiva’s bundle was thrown over them
last.  And that very moment the whole heap canght fire to
the utter bewnlderment of all the on-lookers,

Thus he was a great and a born Siddha though many
mustook bim for an msane person, as all great men are
generally apt to be by the ordinary run of mankind, Children
especrally iked hum much, for st 18 usual with children to
play tricks round one whom they considered to be msane
especially when they feel sure that his msamty does mot
endanger their personal safety  One of hus greatest delights
was to distribu‘e among these children whatever he receved
from the people n charity.  On a certan day, and that was
the day of Vrihabhavahanam festval 1 Madura, the
chuldren whote cariosty was probably exrited by the des.
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Ramesyaram etc, postively averred that they saw him
there on those very days.

A certan brahmachan, who was quite literate, wan-
ted 1o be blessed by our Sage and so followed him wherever
he went, At last the Sage took mercy on hum and began
to encourage hum by gestures, One day the brahmachan
sad that he was eager to witness the Diety Ranganatha at
Srirangam and our Sage desired him to close his eyes. On
re-opening the same, he found himself and the Sage standmg
1 the presence of God R, ha at Srirangam
the Nwrazona. A moment later the Sage dwappeared and
the brahmachan searched for hum all over the place Not
finding him anywhere he slowly returned to Nerur where
he [ound the Sage in deep meditaton  When he recapitu-
Tated his experience to the people there, they would not at
first believe it smce they said the Yogi did not at all leave
their presence throughout those days. But m the end they
believed the brahmachari and admired the greatness of the
Yoz Some years afterwards the Sage took compassion ont
the brahmachan and blessed him with some Mantras, The
brahmachan mmediately began to expound all the Poranas
10 learned audiences and became an adept 1 such exposi
tons  to much so that he was generously rewarded by
several kings and grants of several plots of land were mad¢
tabim at Nerur for his proficiency n the Puranas

Qated that hus decendants are sl enjoying these lands.

Trs

On another occasion our Yogi m the course of his
wandermgs entered the camp of 2 Mohamadan Chief The
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Sadasva used to goto temples and while scemg the
Dety there, he used to repeat the Archanas and for every

Archana that he uttered a flower would of tts own accord
falt on the head of the Deuty
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It may be hard to beheve all thesc anccdotes whose
number 15 legion (only a few of them bemg given here), but
they persist m hving,  We all know that nothing 15 umpos-
sble for a Sitddha and Sadasiva Brahmendra was un-
doubtedly one of the greatest of stddhas. His mind was
ever and anon concentrated on the Self He cared for
nothing of this world, He always besmeared mself with
mud and ashes and considered the whole Universe to be
absolutely worthless much below the mud and ashes he was
wearmg  His reahisaton of the Supreme Brahman was
such that even hus Guru prased and envied him,

p =
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He rose above the whole Universe and was always
mmersed m eternal Blss  He cared not for food or drnk,
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Sadasva  The sand an which the Sige had written the .
structions was carelully brought 1o the palsce shrne and o
sl preserved there with eelqous venerstion and worshipped
avthe holy rehc of the grest Sage Prom the advent of
Sadanva lollowed  bright and prosperous period for the
State and the Tondamans trace all thew glory and emmence
to the spiritusl mBuenre of the Sage  Sadasna dd pot stay
tong 1n these forests but wandered on wherever fus feet led
hm, spreading sunthme and happincss wherever he went
He 18 auppored to have travelled even as far as Turkey m
Eurcpe  After a long Wfe of slent maditation he one day,
\old the brahmms of Neror thal on a partcular day
(Jyeshtha Suddha Dasami i the month of Muthuna) he
mtended to attan Beanfic Union with the Supreme Beng
and f the willagers were prepared for the cvent on that day
2 brahmin would be coming with & Bunalinga {rom Benares
which should be conscerated in a temple by the side of his
samadhs  They accordngly awaited the mentioned date
when to therr surprise a brahmm turned up from Benares
with the Bandmga Acl ma the pot spemally dug out,
the great Jivanmukta descended of his own  accord and
merged with the Parabrah The people bled per-
formed the necessary ceremon es and had the temple erected
by the side of the Samadht and the Banalinga consecrated
theren It 1s stated that this Jivanmukta attamed samadhs
simultaneously 1n three different places
fafkaenfy @ age = et 7 ga )|
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are several Vintts on the Brahma Sutras and several of them
have been prnted also  But none ol them equals this Vit
1n the smphaity of style, clearness of exposiion, closeness
of reasoning and subtlety of thought The clear statement
of the Purvapaksha and the Siddhanta m each Sutra, the
concse presentation of the Phalabheda i the Purvapaksha
and Sddhanta of cach Sutra the wtrodaction to each
Sutra showmz its consstent relanon with the previous
Sutra, the expostion of the conmection between each
Pada and between each Adhyaya are all pecularly
characteristic of this Brahma Sutra Ver  Wrtten m a
tued oyle, chaste and easlly understandable by all, this
Vrittr gwves the essence of the whole of Sn Sankara’s
Bhashya tn as few words as possible  Uscful ahke to stu
dents and scholars, this Veut would surely commend self to
all lovers of Sansknt Luterature  Besid»s this Vruu Sada-
a1va appears to have written Dipikas for about a dozen Upa-
nuhads which we hope 1o publish one after another at no

distant date  Then we have his m nor works such as Atma-
wdya Vilasa, Siddhantakalpavalll Ad:

v, etc
As we have ftated already, Atmavidya Vilasa 15 a pecuharly
charming Itile poem of uxty-two verses describing the
greatness of a Yog: who has reahised the Self

When we
o through this work we feel as if we are reading a faithful
2 of Sadanvendra humsell Siddhantakalpavalls 15

s poetic version of the Siddhantalesasangraha of Appayya
Dikshta ~ AdvaarasamanyasiT a3hort and sweet poem of
shout forty five stanzas describing the essenre of the Advaita
Phiotophy. Some say that a certam Nalla Dikshita, a du
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aple of Sadasivendra wrote this poem  We resevre ads
cussion of this topic for a subsequent volume of the works of
Sadawsendra

In all the works of Sadsiva we find a peculr sweete
ness and melody charactenstic of the harmonious mind of a
true Yogt  His style s always lucid and sumple, his senti
ments lofty, his 1deas noble and on the whole we find n alt
his poetical outpourtngs 1he elegant easy and emotiona flow
of a great soul His songs are 3o Iyncal, his rhythm 0
perfect that one 15 not tired of reciting them over and over
agam  Even without the help of the tradittonal anecdotes
narrated above, we can from a perusal of hus poems alone,

unhestatingly say that he was a great stddhyof very high
spuritual attamments

In conclusion we may state of hum m hus own words —
ST AWATS geagd ¥ gdagerna |
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